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THOUGHTS, 


Sc. Tc. Se. 


IN reflecting on the preſent ſtate of the ſeve- 
1 ral priſons of this country, whether for the 
reception of felons and others, or for deb- 
tors, I am inclined to believe they are produc- 
tive of thoſe crimes that puniſhment was intend- 
ed to reform; and the cauſe appears in many 
inſtances, from too cloſe a connection with each 
other ; from whence the alarming influence of 
bad example, which, in priſons, is ſpontane- 
ouſl y exhibited from the molt abandoned of all 
claſſes, | 
| » Being 
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Being requeſted by ſome friends in my pro- 
feſſional department, as an architect, to turn 
my thoughts to the forming a plan to prevent 
the many evils ariſing from the preſent mode 
of impriſonment, and the buildings conſtructed 
for that purpoſe (and I glory in the opportunity 
which has humanity and good policy for its baſis) 
many thoughts were naturally incorporated with 
my architectural ideas, and therefore to com- 
municate my ſentiments the more clearly, I was 
of courſe led, | 


Firſt, To conſider the general ſtate and ma- 
nagement of the ſeveral priſons now in being. 


Secondly, What effects ariſe from ſuch con- 
ſtructed buildings and management. 


And Thirdly, To propoſe my plan for refor- 
mation; and to point out, at the ſame time, 
thoſe obſervations that occurred independent of 


what could be exhibited by the plan. 
7 { In 


In viewing the ſtate of the priſons, and the 
common practices therein, the extent of this 
enquiry, will not permit my conſideriſig it in a 
particular, but a general point of view. 


Priſons are comprehended under the titles of 
county or town gaols, bridewells and houſes of 
correction; and are either applicd as temporary 
places for ſafe cuſtody, or permanent expedients 
of reformation, 


But in whatever light they are conſidered, 
they will be found generally, with very few ex- 
ceptions, to be improperly built ; compoſed 
but of few rooms, them large, and intended to 
crowd therein as many priſoners as they will hold, 
whether healthy, ſick or infirm. The tap rooms 
are equally large, upon the ſame idea, and few, 
very few, have hoſpitals, or receptacles for the 
ſick ; if there are any places of divine, worſhip, 


they are calculated to receive the crowd pro- 
miſcuouſly, and as places of retreat only from 


the 
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the tap; where the clergyman becomes ex- 
poſed to the inſolence and intoxication of the 
ſeveral members of theſe dreadful regions, and 
where the effect of his doctrine is fruſtrated by 
the ſituation in which his auditors receive it. 


In many priſons there is an abſolute want of 
water, and in almoſt all, from the ſize and con- 
trated number of the apertures, a want of air, 
with bad or ſcarcely any drains, and few venti- 
lators of either kind; either a total want of 
warmth, or fire receſſes dangerouſly or impro- 


perly placed, 


I believe this account not exaggerated in re- 
ſpe& to the buildings; nor the following, re- 
ſpecting the common practices therein. 


Scanty or improper food, great want of pro- 
per bedding, and of rayment to the naked; no 
proviſion for work, or if there be, injudiciouſly 
enforced, and for uſeleſs purpoſes, neither pro- 
ducing the effect of more comfort in the priſons, 
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or profit to the public; on whom ſo conſide- 
rable a burthen is lain for their ſupport. 


Gaol diſtemper and ſmall pox, engendered by 
numbers, filth and exceſs, are extended to the 
whole priſon, deſtroying the conſtitution, and 
impregnating the air with poiſonous effects. 


+ Debtors, felons, thoſe only guilty of ſmall 
crimes, women, and youth, are blended toge- 
ther ; liſtening to, and encouraging each other 
in every act of wretchedneſs and vice. Nor can 
I ſtop here; the extortion of keepers and ſer- 
vants, under the many cant names made uſe of, 
the ſuffering them to keep the tap, and farm the 
allowance of food in the priſon, only increaſe 
the general diſorder; and to which if the gam- 
ing practiſed therein be added, it will readily be 
perceived, that theſe receptacles are indeed pro- 
moters only of profligacy and diſeaſe, 


From hence appear to be produced diſtempers 
of the moſt malignant nature, which have often 
| B extended, 
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extended, and ſtill oftner may extend their bane= 
ful influence to thoſe who are the miniſters of 
juſtice, and others perfectly innocent of their 
crimes, and who frequently become guiltfeſs 


victims to ſuch diſorders, 


Confederacies, inſurrections, and eſcapes are 
equally to be dreaded, and have often happened 
(too lately indeed) in 'many inſtances for the 
peace and happineſs of individuals. 


Nor is the connection that is kept up with 


artful and deſigning men, leſs to be attended | 


to; ſuch as the loweſt of attorneys, &c. and 
which often contribute to wreſt from juſtice, 
perſons, whoſe crimes call for exemplary puniſh- 
ment, and who, by fuch aſſiſtance, are again 
let looſe to trouble and harraſs mankind. Theſe 


| harpies live on the unfortunate, and frequently 
by buoying'up their hopes, at a great expence, 


deprive them and their wretched families of 
ſuſtenance; and ultimately _ and diſ- 
reg both their intereſts and perſons 

Thoſe 


Thoſe who are committed by the magiſtrates 
for ſmaller crimes, where either no bail can be 
procured, or where (conſiſtent with law) the 
crimes do not admit of bail, are equally expoſed 
to every evil produced in priſon, and become 
connected with the greateſt villains; and I may 
truly aſſert, under all the influence of bad ex- 
ample, come forth worſe members of ſociety. 
There are many among the number, whole 
crimes originate from trifling cauſes orwho (after 
they are acquitted by one or other of the juries, 
are detained only for the non payment of fees) 
become corroded in iniquity, and whoſe prac- 
tices deſtroy every latent principle of good, pro- 
ducing in cheſe nurſeries of crimes the very ob- 
jects the laws meant to leſſen. | 


Nor are the impoſitions of the inferior officers 
leſs to be complained of. Nature retorts at ill 
uſage; and I ſee no reaſon why the unfortunate 
or even the guilty ſhould be loaded with oppreſ- 
fon, which the already miſerable alone cannot 
fly from. 


B 2 | How 


How far a plan adapted to prevent all theſe _ " 
inconveniences, with the additional advantages 
reſulting from induſtry in uſeful and well- applied 
labour, good air and cleanlineſs, may deſerve 
the public attention, the author ſubmits with 
great deference; happy if it only ſhews the out- bt 
line of what more enlarged ideas may correct and * 
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(ſee the plan annexed) 


=. To be ſituated if poſſible detached from a city 
"a | or town, near water, and upon an eminence, 
4 ankncd elevated above the ſurface of the walk that 
9 environs the ſame, at leaſt three feet; to be 


. compoſed of as many ſtories, and to be of 
_  - ſuch extent, as the ſize of the county or diſ- 
trict, and the probable number of priſoners 


may require. This plan, with four ſtories, will 


+ 
by * 


contain in number about 150 perſons. 


The walls that ſurround the area or walk to 
be thick and formed u and at leaſt 
thirty 
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thirty feet high; the faid area to be paved, and 


to have proper conveyances for water, as well 


as drains underneath (to prevent bad ſmells) 
out of the premiſes into a common ſewer, 


The ſeveral cells and areas in each ſtory to 
be arched in brickwork, and to be'about eight 
feet high, Water to be lain in to each reſpec- 
tive cell with cocks from a reſervoir above ; alſo 
ſinks and pipes for the immediate diſcharge of 
waſte water; and flews in the walls, occaſionally 
to warm the ſame, from one common furnace 
below, ſimilar to the manner of heating hot- 
houſes. 


The whole building may be of brick or ſtone, 
according to the ſituation, and to be arched vhs 
der the roof. The middle ſpace, which is pro- 
poſed to be but one ſtory from bottom to the 
top, to be amply Iighted from Palladian win- 
dows, or a dome above, with a ventilator, or 
ventilators, in the ceiling of the ſame, 


As 


As for the elevation, with the decorations 
thereof, they muſt be ſubmitted to the ingenuity 
of the architect employed; which, it is preſum- 


ed, he will think neceſſary to be applicable to 


the ſubject. 


It might not be amiſs on the battlements or 
parapets of the building, to have ſmall cannon 
placed for common defence, as well as a conſpi- 
cuous alarum bell on the roof, with cords to the 


different parts of the building. 


Whatever may be the neceſſary extent of the 
priſon, it may be enlarged by adding more ſtories 
thereto ; ſuch a method being in itſelf cheaper 


than extending the building, as the roofs and 


foundations remain the ſame. 
BASEMENT STORY, 


Which muſt be ſunk no lower below the ce, 


than the natural moiſture or ſprings of the ground 
| | admit 3 


G 


admit; it may contain hot and cold baths for 
the uſe of the priſoners; a tap room, and kit- 
chen, of ſufficient ſize for the extent of the 
building, which will differ according to circum- 
ſtances; alſo cellars for coals, liquors, &c. and 
places for the puniſhment of the priſoners, and 
for ſundry inferior purpoſes, and for making 
fires to heat the reſpective apartments. 


N. B. The middle ſpace need not make part 
of this ſtory. 


THE FIRST OR GROUND STORY, 


A. A walk of thirty feet to environ the building, 

divided into four parts, which may be 

made uſe of by the ſick, and the priſoners, 

with the conſent of the keeper; but fo that 

few be permitted at one time, and them di- 
vided into claſſes. 


B. Watchmen at each angle (with fire arms). 


C. Engine houſes. 


865 


D. Water cloſets, open to the air, with iron 
grates and ventilators. 


E. Keeper's houſe, which is to command the 
avenues and be connected by. doors with 


the priſon only. 


F. The hall (being the only entrance), wherein 
is room for the neceſſary attendants. 


G. A paſſage of communication railed off from 
the veſtibule (in each ſtory). 


H. The common veſtibule, wherein divine 
| ſervice is to be perform'd by the chaplain 
in the center, ſo elevated that the priſoners 


may attend the fame from their reſpective 
cells in each ſtory, without coming out of 


the ſame. This veſtibule, at times, may 
be Os to ore Crug 


I. Cells, with iron grates n enough to | be 


above the head. | ES 
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K. Open areas adjoining, in which the priſon- 


ers may enjoy the benefit of air, by grated 
openings next the walks; in which open 
ſpaces their manual labour may be per- 


formed. 


L. Stone ſtaircaſes for the uſe of the priſon, 
ſhut off by iron doors. 


M. Guards at the entrance (the only one). 


N. Waſh-houſes, brewhouſes, and other offices, 


O. An infirmary for the ſick to be removed to, 
(on arches). | | 
P. Store-houſes, or ware-houſes, (as many ſto- 
ries as are neceſſary) for the work executed 
in the priſon. 


Q. Occaſional ward on each ſtory either for 


impriſonment. or work, | 
C THE 


— DI . 


Rey 


— 


reren * 
* * 


618) 
THE SECOND, THIRD OR FOURTH PRISON STORIES, 


Which may be augmented according to 
the neceſſary extent of the priſon, 


To be the ſame as the ſeveral parts already 
deſcribed on the ground ſtory, except over the 
engine houſes are to be apartments for the keep- 
er's ſervants, and additional cells over the hall. 


IN THE UPPER STORY. 


The ſame plan to be obſerved ; but the cells 


may be made double the ſize, for thoſe who can 


afford it, or whoſe rank entitle them to larger 
apartments, upon paying for ſuch extra ad- 
vantage. 


In deſigning ſuch a building, the author con- 
ceives more real advantages would reſult from 
this ſize, than if more extended; for ſhould 
that, in any ſituation, be neceſſary, two or more 


r buildings 
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buildings of the like kind would prevent many 
inconveniences reſulting from a larger fabric, 
and more inhabitants. But as every ſituation 
will require ſome alterations to be attended to, 
and this work 1s only intended to convey gene- 
ral ideas, by application to the author, or any 
other architect, particular objects may be re- 
conciled on theſe principles, as well as the ele- 
vation and eſtimates be adapted thereto. 


To the foregoing obſervations on the plan, 
it may be neceſſary to add, the following poli- 
tical regulations, with ſuch others as local cir- 


cumſtance may require. 


That the keepers and other attendants be 
not permitted directly or indirectly, on pain of 
removal or pecuniary puniſhments, to extort, 
demand, or require from any of the priſoners 
any kind of fee or gratuity whatever. 


That the general regulations, as well as pri- 
ces of every article within the priſon, be paint- 
ed and fixed up in the public hall. 

C2. That 


g 5 
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% That the ſalaries of the ſeveral officers be fully 
fufficient to keep them above the neceſſity of 
improper meaſures, and in particular that they 
have nothing to do with the ſale of the liquor, 
or farming the food allowed in the priſon. 


That no viſits be paid to the priſoners with- 
out the expreſs conſent of the head keeper; 
that ſuch viſits be paid only at the grate of each 
reſpective apartment; that nothing in any de-. 
gree be delivered to the priſoners without it has 
undergone his immediate inſpection; that no 
liquor be ſupplied, but with his conſent both 
as to quantity and quality. 


That every cell be ſcraped and cleaned effec- 
tually upon the departure of the priſoner, be- 
fore another enter therein. 


That the perſon keeping the tap room in the 
baſement ſtory have no manner of connection 
with the priſoners, but be paid upon the deli- 
very of his liquor by the keeper's ſervants. 

| | That 
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That the chaplain, in his appointment, be 
directed to aſſiſt and viſit ſeperately the ſeveral 
priſoners, as well as perform his public duty. 


'T hat committees from among the magiſtrates 
be appointed to ſurvey and inſpect the ſafety 
and regulations of the priſons, the health, ray- 
ment, food, &c. of the priſoners ; and to hear 
the complaints againſt the keepers and atten- 


— 


dants. 


That their work be of that nature, as not 
only to be uſeful to the public, but productive 
of profit, whereby the expences of the priſon 
may be leſſened. > 


Upon the whole, in forming ſuch a plan, 
great reſpect and attention has been had to keep 
' each priſoner unconnected with each other, not 


only on different ſtories, and in ſeparate claſſes, 
but even out of the poſſibility of hearing, ſpeak- 
ing or forming ſuch connection; in which at- 

tempt, 
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tempt, their being ſecluded from company may 
produce thoſe ſober ue lo neceſſary in a 
work of reformation. 


The means of conſtant and uſeful employ- 
ment; and that in good air, and with every 
convenience for cleanlineſs, will be conſidered 
equally neceſſary in this ſtate of durance. | 


Together with opportunities of attending di- 
vine ſervice from their ſeparate apartment, 
without removal ; the means by the diſpoſition 
of the plan of ſeparating the ſexes, and claſſing 
the priſoners according to the malignity of their 
crimes, and their rank and ſituation in life; 
and in particular ſeparating the youthful offend- 
ers from the reſt; with occaſional opportunities 
of freſh air and exerciſe according to certain 


nos, 


In which plan, the ſecurity of the priſon and 
the priſoners is attended to, by a judicious ar- 
rangement of the apartments, by engines and 


fire arms, and by the proper diſtribution of the 
houſes 


* "Ik. Ad 
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| houſes and apartments of the keepers, and their 
attendants, with watchmen, and other proper 


officers. 


Nor are the common comforts of life forgot, 
(if comforts in ſuch fituatigns may be ſaid to 
exiſt), by a temporary means of warming the 
| ſeveral apartments without the hazard of fire ; 
by freſh water lain in, and by a proper diſcharge 
of the foul ; by ventilators where neceſſary ; by 
walks, to be uſed occaſionally according to the 
diſcretion of the ſuperintendant, for the inva- 
lids and others; a proper ſupply of liquor and 
food, by the favour of their friends or their 
money, without that exceſs reſulting from com- 
mon tap rooms, or the uſual incitements to de- 
bauchery in every way ; the opportunity of at- 
tending divine ſervice, freed from thoſe evils 
that have been complained of, ariſing from in- 
toxication. 


I truſt that this plan will be found conſiſtent 
with what I propoſed, viz. the preventing 
bodily diſorders, confederacies, eſcapes, inſur- 
rections, exceſſes, quarrels, improper connec- 
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vpon the hole produce what undoubtedly is 
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: das aſimilar, plan upon a more extenſive 
ſcale might be appoſite to other purpoſes, as 
hoſpitals, work-houſes, &c. and alſo to the con 
victs now placed on the river I hames, under the 
title of a Penitentiary houſe ; eſpecially if uſe- 
ful labour could be adopted; the ſalutary 

effects of which would appear conſpicuous upon 
compariſon, and point out ſuch a plan as the 
reſult, of good policy: and humanity, @ 
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Since this pamiplilet was wrote, and not War) the 
author has ſeen a very valuable work, publiſhed ſome time 
fince, by John Howard, Eſq; F. R. S. had he ſeen it 


ſooner, he perhaps had not ventured to exhibit this feeble 


attempt on the ſame ſubject to the public; but as fome 
thoughts are contained herein not to be found there, and as 
the plan materially differs, he flatters himſelf, the publi- 


cation will not be ill timed; eſpecially, as the price-will 


put it within the power of many to peruſe, who otherwiſe 
would remain unacquainted with the ſubject. He is happy 

to find his thoughts in many inſtances to coincide way ſo 
reſpectable an author, Tons 


